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PROGRAM NOTE

Three Solos for Violin and Piano
from SWAN LAKE

Concertmaster solos in Tchaikovsky’s music take a prominent place. His third
and fourth Suite (Mozartiana) and the second movement of the Piano
Concerto No.2 feature the solo violin. In the Imperial Ballet in St. Petersburg,
the violin solos were performed by the SolerViolinist of the Tsar, atitle

bestowed by the tsar upon the finest violinists in all of Russia.

As the ballet solos were performed by the likes of Henri Wieniawski and
Leopold Auer, the composers gave free reign to their creative inspiration and
wrote some of their most gorgeous lyrical and virtuoso music for solo violin.
The White Swan Pas_De Deux and the Black Swan Pas De Deux are of
extraordinary beauty expressing love and impending drama. The Russian
Dance 1s a virtuoso showpiece foreshadowing the last movement of the

composer’s violin concerto.

Endre Granat, Editor
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from the ballet Swan Lake
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Tchaikovsky’s Three Solos from Swan Lake is wonderful music for violinists who love to “sing”
with their instruments in private or recital performances. The writing of the solos signifies a
momentous point in ballet and musical history, indicating the first time in which a solo violin was

used for musical accompaniment of dancers in a major ballet.

Swan Lake was composed sometime between 1875-76 and premiered about two years before the
composer’s Violin Concerto in D Major was first performed. It points to the question of whether
Tchaikovsky, after the Three Solos, had started to conceive his concerto. The music is lyrical,

technically difficult, melodically and harmonically emotive.

The White Swan Pas De Deux and the Black Swan Pas
De Deux are of extraordinary beauty, expressing love
and impending drama. The Russian Dance 1s a
virtuoso showpiece foreshadowing the last movement

of the composer’s violin concerto.

Endre Granat

Endre Granat has studied with Zoltan Kodaly, Gyorgy Ligeti and Jascha Heifetz
® and i1s the premier concertmaster for the Hollywood film industry. He has
| performed with legendary conductors George Szell, Sir Georg Solti and Zubin

Mehta. He is a Laureate of the Queen Elizabeth International competition and

recipient of the Grand Prix du Disque and the Ysaye Medal.
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